
'" 



-~- - --~ 

. BEDE'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

BRADFORD 

GOLDEN 

JUBILEE 
CELEBRA TlONS 

MONDAY, JUNE 12th,.- FRIDAY, JUNE 16th, 1950 



HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL GRIFFIN 

Archbishop of Westminster 



ST BEDE'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
1900--1950 

ON June 12th, 1900, thirty-seven boys answered their names in a house 
in Drewton Street, Bradford. On June 12th, 1950, over seven hundred 
boys will attend High Mass at Heaton in the presence of His 

Eminence Cardinal Griffin, Archbishop of Westminster, the successor in 
office of the man who called the roll half a century ago. That is a measure 
of fifty years of effort and growth. 

THE BEGINNINGS 

St. Bede's was founded in 1900 in honour of the Sacred Heart, in whose 
protection the new century had been placed, and under the patronage of 
St. Bede, recently proclaimed a Doctor of the Church. A group of far-seeing 
Catholics, priests and laymen, realised the need in Bradford for higher 
education for Catholic boys, and seized the opportunity afforded by a more 
tolerant age. A committee was formed which guaranteed to make good any 
defiCiency in the running costs of the School. In this way the first body of 
governors came into existence. They approached the Bishop for a Headmaster 
and Dr. Hinsley, then curate at Keighley, was appointed. Boarders, of whom 
there were a few amongst the early pupils, were accommodated in a room 
over St. Patrick's Preparatory School. 

EARLY DAYS 

Dr. Hinsley received Father (now Monsignor) O'Connor as an assistant. 
There followed times of hardship and discomfort, of struggles against 
inconvenience and shortage. Dr. Hinsley saw very far into the future and 
was bound to come into conflict with the Governors. He was impatient for 
expansion; they were paying the bills and were reluctant to go as far or as 
fast as he would have Wished. Though the disagreements were too deep to 
be easily bridged, in later years Dr. Hinsley spoke with affection of these 
Governors, and he was perhaps helped to forget the quarrels of the past 
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by the knowledge that time had justified his ideas. He was succeeded by 
Father Brennan, at the time teaching at Ushaw, with Fathers Byrne and 
McGuire to assist him. The house was too small, but by ingenious architectural 
juggling a new classroom was constructed out of the rubble of a passage and 
two box-rooms-an omen for the future. In 1911 began another St. Bede's 
custom-that of growing wings, destined we hope to outlive this material 
world. Sir Mark Sykes gave at that time a new art room, assembly hall and 
an extra classroom. 

Many, by now staid, Old Boys will remember Mrs. Riley's kitchen 
(an ever-open 'refugium peccatorum '), the old lab., where discreetly heavy 
breathing down a gaspipe would extinguish every bunsen-burner, and the 
playing pitch at Frizinghall, where Father O'Sullivan gave his stimulating aid. 
and which subsided at more than glacial speed towards the subterranean 
workings of a disused brickworks T . 

In 1911, Father Brennan, in failing health. felt that he could no longer 
sustain the great responsibility and retired. His seven years of office had been 
ones of consolidation rather than expansion. He had initiated an important 
precedent, that of awarding Governors' Scholarships to all boys who qualified 
for Bradford Local Scholarships. When. in the course of time, Bradford 
Scholarships were made tenable at St. Bede's, the system was applied to boys 
outside Bradford. Urbane, yet stern. a keen disciplinarian, he was the right 
man for strengthening and establishing work done. His term of office was a 
necessary, even essential, breathing space before the advances that were to 
follow the Great War. 

Father Brennan was followed for a year by Father Leo McGUire, and 
he in turn by Father (now Canon) James Bradley who. in September. 1913, 
was succeeded by Father Tindall. To this era of struggle belongs Tom Maslen. 
He never forgot the task entrusted to him by Dr. Hinsley, "Stick to the 
School, Tom, and build it up." His quiet, unassuming work will be remembered 
by all the friends of the School. Mr. Cash. for long Secretary to the Board 
of Governors, should also be remembered for his forceful, enduring work. 

Father Tindall's long tenure of office began and ended with a world waf. 
The beginnings saw the disruptions of the Great War, the influx of fifty 
Belgian refugees whose strange names were an immediate source of confusion 
and whose numbers strained the already over-crowded School. This was 
alleviated somewhat by an overflow into the Select Dancing Academy of 



MONDAY, 

JUNE 12TH 

11-0 a.m. 

PROGRAMME 

HIGH MASS of THANKSGIVING at 

St. Bede's Grammar SchooL in the presence of 

HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL GRIFFIN, Archbishop 

of Westminster 

Assistants at the Throne: Very Rev. Mgr. C. Tindall 

Very Rev. Canons J. Bradley and K. Henegan 

M.e. to the Cardinal: Very Rev. Mgr. D. Worlock 

Book-bearer: Peter Matthews 

Bugia: Philip Rock 

Cross-bearer: Robert Hudson 

Train-bearer: Patrick Geoghegan 

Celebrant: Rev. M. V. Sweeney 

Deacon: Rev. J. Molony 

Subdeacon: . Rev. J. Palframan 

M.e.: Rev. F. St.J. Oram 

Acolytes: Peter Keogh and Peter Gavin 

Thurifer: David Mc Weeny 

Preacher: Very Rev. Mgr. Canon J. Dinn 

Mass: Plain Chant, Orbis Factor, Credo III, 

Ecce Sacerdos, Elgar 

Sung by STAFF AND Boys 
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MONDAY, 
JUNE 12TH 

1-15 p.m. 

7-30 p.rn. 

TUESDAY, 
JUNE 13TH 

PROGRAMJVIE-continued 

LUNCH at St. Bede's with Staff and Boys 

THE CARDINAL'S health will be proposed by 

D. Me \VEENY, School Captain 

THE CARDINAL will reply 

JUBILEE BANQUET at Belle Vue DriJI 

Hall. H. E. CARDINAL GRIFFIN will propose 

the Toast " THE GOLDEN JUBILEE" 

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress will be 

present 

JUBILEE BALL at the School organised 

and run by the Old Boys' Association 
8-0 to 11-0 p.rn. 

THURSDAY, 
JUNE 15TH 

7-30 p.rn. 

FRIDAY, 
JUNE 16TH 

7-30 p.m. 

AT HOME for parents of boys in Forms 

4, 5 and 6 

AT HOME for parents of boys in Forms 

1, 2 and 3 



THE· OLD ST. BEDE'S IN DREWTON STREET 

as it appears today 



Sherwood House, with its hall of mirrors. Life was made even more hectic 
by the comings and goings of a highly colourful and very temporary staff. 
Probably Monsignor Tindall himself could not enumerate them all T The 
marvel of it all was that the School did continue to function in the usual way; 
it did continue to grow in stature, and did continue the traditions that the 
first years had laid down. 

HEATON HALL 

During the War years it had become obvious that the School could not 
find space to expand in Drewton Street and expansion was a vital necessity. 
It was necessary to move and Heaton Hall with its nineteen acres or so of 
land was purchased by the Governors. The decision was far-sighted. Events 
have proved wrong those who gloomily blamed the School for moving on to 
the outskirts of the town from a central position. If Grammar School education 
for Catholics had to be provided, room for expansion had to be found. The 
follOWing years were literally years of bUilding. A hut, squat, sprawling and 
draughty, yet well-beloved by its occupants, was erected. Desks and book
cases were made from army ammunition cases, paths cut, a tennis-court laid. 
Interior walls were pulled down to enlarge rooms and a chapel constructed, 
curious in shape because of the small rooms that were demolished to make 
it possible. The Silver Jubilee was celebrated by the opening of a new wing 
by Cardinal Bourne, made possible financially by generous donations and a 
bazaar most ably organized and run by the Catholic Womens' League. 

These were years of steady progress and expansion in the course of which 
a considerable amount of ingenuity had to be employed. Much of the material 
work was of the make-do-and-mend variety, for until the School was able to 
take ad~antage of the DefiCiency Grant Regulations (under which the Local 
Authority paid the running costs) it was chronically impecunious. The idea 
of a full corporate life was born and fostered in these years,.....a life with its 
societies, its Scout Troop, its games, its studies and, above all, a life supported 
by the active assistance of the boys in the physical changes of the School. 

It is probably to these thirty years that the historians of fifty years hence 
will look back for the real foundations of the School. The early, almost 
, catacomb,' years gave an essential basis, but the School required much more 
for real growth. The move to Heaton gave room for expansion and 
opportunities for the development of ideas that were to transform St. Bede's 



TriE FRONT ENTRANCE OF ST. BEDE'S 

(Since this photograph was taken a small extension has been bUilt on the left 
and a statue of St. Bede placed in the niche over the front door) 



from a small School exerting a limited though important influence on the 
Catholic life of Bradford into a large one with a gradually widening influence, 
whose importance was to increase as the years went by. 

During these years, too, were built up the present excellent relations 
the School has with the Local Authority. It would be untrue to say that 
there was no conflict or disagreement. That would be to expect both sides to 
be Without ideas or opinions, or to expect some kind of miraculous understand
ing which rarely exists. Rather it was based on mutual respect and realisation 
of the aims of each side with the emphasis on agreement. The helpfulness of 
permanent officials of the Education Department has done much to make 
progress reasonably smooth. 

A School Without boys, though undoubtedly quiet and tranquil, is 
unimaginable and, of course, a School Without a Staff is unworkable. To 
the Staff of these years under Father Tindall's gUidance are due the solid 
traditions which are the background to the life of the present generation of 
St. Bede's. It is, perhaps, invidious to mention names, but Daniel O'Connor, 
who for so many years initiated small boys in Form One into the mysteries 
of the School, George Wilson, whose ideals of Catholic education were so 
high and well-sustained, and Father J Molony, who in sport and study was 
a tower of strength in the growing SchooL should be selected as only three 
among many whose influence was so great and long-lasting. Miss Thompson, 
combining first-aid, the keeping of accounts and Headmaster's secretary, has 
over a great many years ensured the smooth functioning of the administrative ' 
side of the School. Tribute must also be paid to a strong Old Boys' Association 
which has always given the School loyal affection and considerable finanCial 
support. 

THE NEW SCHOOL 

By 1933, consequent upon a general inspection, it was obvious that further 
accommodation was necessary and the decision was taken to bUild. What 
was finally finished in 1939 was virtually a new School. Heaton Hall 
disappeared and the sole representative of the formative years was the 1925 
new wing. The onset of the 1939 War made the solemn opening by Cardinal 
Hinsley impossible and postponed the full completion of the building. Once 
again the strictures of war-time England affected the School. Now there was 
evacuation, and for a time the army was in occupation. Though the military 
departed very soon, the School remained an A.R.P. Post and a Home Guard 



centre throughout the war. Once more there were Masses for Old Boys killed, 
but now the number was greater, for the number of the Old Boys had 

increased. 

As the war years went by the numbers in the School grew rapidly and 
this increase has not abated. The present year commenced with 742 on the 
roIL and there are signs that even this number is not the final figure. After 
the war the Governors lost two stalwarts, Mr. J. E. F attorini, for long 
Chairman and a munificent benefactor, and Mr. T. Geoghegan, Vice
Chairman. After thirty-three years of inspiring leadership Monsignor Tindall 
retired, secure in the knowledge that the expanded School was securely 
placed. He was succeeded by Father Sweeney in 1946. 

THE FUTURE 

Under the provisions of the Education Acts St. Bede's will becom e a 
voluntary-aided Grammar and Technical School. Undoubtedly its numbers 
will decrease when the new Grammar Schools that have been planned are 
bUilt. That eventuality seems to be some distance away, and so a new wing 
is to be built at a cost of E28,OOO to accommodate increased numbers and 
to cater for technical education in the future. Yet this is not the most 
important side of School life. The ideals of St. Bede's over the past fifty 
years have been those of the good Catholic home, and those ideals will 
continue to exert their influence on the future of the School. There have 
been failures and disapPointments, but over the years the School has largely 
succeeded in Its aims. 'vVhilst those aims remain constant there is every 
reason to look forward to the future with the greatest confidence. 

The Jubilee Committee wish to thank Mr. Jackson, who 

did the spade work, Mr. Hughes for the material he prOVided, 

and Messrs. f. c. Evans and f. Branigan for their practical and 

constructive criticisms and help in the compiling of this short 

history. 




