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Ethos and Values: 

“The SBSJ Way” 

 

The SBSJ Way is our identity, our values and our actions as a Catholic School 
community. It is our culture and it is what makes us unique. It is what we 
say, how we say it and what we do.  It is how we treat each other and how 
we care for each other. 
 

The SBSJ way permeates through our entire school prayer: 

God our Father help us this day: 
To grow in love for You and those around us, 

To uphold the dignity of all, 
To recognise Christ in every person, 
To reach out to those in need and 

To respect and care for Your creation. 
Heavenly Father guide our learning, 

Increase our knowledge, understanding and skills 
So that growing in confidence 

We may better serve You and Your people. 
We ask this through Christ, Our Lord,  

Amen 
 
 

The SBSJ Way is to firmly believe that in order for our students to lead 
successful and happy lives we must inspire, challenge and care for them 
throughout their entire journey with us.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Omnia Possibilia Credenti 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord, give us to hope in your promise of life 

as the seed of your kingdom we nurture inside 
Give us the courage to spread far and wide 

your Gospel of love from which no one can hide 
Give us your Spirit, as wisdom and guide 

to walk with you daily, our friend at our side. 
Amen 

 
 
 
 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the House of St Mark. Our motto ‘Omnia 
Possibilia Credenti’ translates to ‘everything is possible for one who believes’. In St Mark’s 
House we use our faith to give the strength and motivation to succeed and our prayer 
encapsulates the values that in which we live and learn. 

In St Mark’s House students and staff work together in an environment that make us all 
feel valued and happy. People recognise St Mark’s students as the most respectful, 
hardworking and ambitious students within the school. Our House provides the 
opportunities to demonstrate courage, develop wisdom and raise hope. 

Your House leadership team consists of Mr Cheetham (Head of House), Mrs Khan (Deputy 
House Leader), Mr Crabtree (Assistant House Leader), Mrs McCallion (Junior House 
Manager) and Mrs Imtiaz (Senior House Manager). 

We look forward to working with you during some of the most important years in your 
child’s life. 

‘Everything is possible for one who believes’  

(Mark 9:23) 



 

 

The House Team 
Scholastica Leader – Mr P Cheetham 

This is my 5th year at SBSJ and I am incredibly excited to take on this hugely important role leading 
St Mark’s House. It is my aim to offer a comprehensive pastoral system, supporting and challenging 
our young people to make excellent progress in their studies. I will strive to ensure all of our 
students are happy, confident, spiritually awake individuals that are respectful, hardworking and 
ambitious. 

 

Ecclesia Leader – Mrs J Khan 

This is my 7th year as a Pastoral Leader and I am also, extremely excited about this new role as 
one of the Leaders of St Mark’s House. I am responsible for providing opportunities within a 
comprehensive pastoral system for all of our young people to fully contribute to the wider 
Catholic life of the school and to ensure all students play an active role in the school community. 
I will also strive, together with the Scholastica and Olympia Leaders to ensure all of our students 
are happy, confident, spiritually awake individuals that are respectful, hardworking and 
ambitious. 

 

Olympia Leader – Mr D Crabtree 

This is my 8th year at SBSJ and I am very excited about the new House system and my role within it. 
It is my aim to provide a fully inclusive co-curricular programme, a bespoke careers pathway and 
to coordinate house competitions to ensure that all students in St Mark’s House get the opportunity 
to participate in activities outside of the classroom.  

 

Mrs S Imtiaz –House Manager (Ardor Site) 

I am very passionate about my role as house manager for St Marks House! Students will ALWAYS 
be my first priority but I also enjoy involving you, the parents/carers of our students. I aim to 
enhance our students experience and ensure that they reach their full potential by supporting them 
through their school life. I am a big believer in positivity so I will ensure that our students have a 
happy, all-rounded experience through these crucial years.  

 

Mrs L McCallion –House Manager (Ignis Site) 

I have worked for the college for 6 Years and have been involved with the behaviour and pastoral 
role for the last 4 years. I am passionate about my students and want to support and nurture 
them as much as I can so they can achieve their personal goals and dreams. 

I operate an open door policy for our house and want your children to feel cared for, supported 
and most importantly they feel safe and are happy in our care. 

 

  



 

. 

 

 

Contacting St Mark’s House 
 

The House staff are your first point of contact for anything related to your 
child’s school life.  House staff will be your link between you at home, and 
the other areas of school, including academic subject and inclusion teams 
Parents and students can contact the House staff via the following methods: 

 

Email:  mark@sbsj.co.uk 

 

Telephone:  please note, these are new numbers from those used in the 
past. 

Junior House office (Years 7, 8 and 9) – 01274 941970 

          Senior House office (Years 10 and 11) – 01274 941975 

 

There are voicemail facilities on both these extensions, and the messages 
are listened to regularly during the school day. 

 

The numbers for reporting student absence have not changed and are 
below: 

 

To report a student absence please either telephone, text or email using the below details  

Absence Reporting Phone Email 

Student Absence Phone Line 01274 941900 absence@sbsj.co.uk  

Student Absence TEXT Line 07624 881343 absence@sbsj.co.uk  

 

The number for main School reception is 01274 941941 
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Our Vision 
 

“Happy, Confident, Spiritual, Life Long Learners” 
 

 

The SBSJ Way is to develop all of our young people as happy, confident, spiritually 
awake young people with a passion and thirst for learning 

 
 

Aims: 
 

We will achieve through our 3 Achievement Strands: 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTICA  
(Academic) 

Where we Ignite our student’s passion and 
thirst for learning 

 

OLYMPIA  
(Co-curricular) 

Where we allow our students to Shine 
through competition and co-curricular 

activities 
 

ECCLESIA  
(Spiritual, Community and Charity) 

Where all students are Illuminated by fully 
engaging in the Catholic Life of our school 

 



 

 

House spaces and conduct 
Each of our five Houses has a dedicated space on each site.  Within this area 
are the House tutor rooms where House welcome and development time take 
place.  In each House space is a House office, where members of the House 
team are based, including the House managers. 

Students should visit the House office if; 

• Their tutor is not on site and they have an issue that needs addressing 
• They have any pastoral or welfare concerns that they would like to 

discuss with the House team 
• They have any uniform issues 
• For first aid treatment 

 

Conduct within the House Spaces 

At SBSJ we expect all of our students to conduct themselves in a matter that 
is fitting of our school history and our House Patrons.  Each House is unique 
but insists that the following rules are adhered to: 

• No running, shouting, pushing or inappropriate contact 
• Respect all displays and decoration 
• Follow any instructions regarding one-way flow of movement 
• No entering classrooms unless permission has been given 

Failure to meet these guidelines will result in a referral to the House team 

House uniform 
 

Students across all Houses must wear full school uniform.  Please refer to the 
school Uniform Policy on the school website for more details.  In addition to 
our full school uniform, each House has a distinct version of our school tie.  
Each student must wear their unique House tie. 

Students who repeatedly fail to meet our uniform requirements will be 
referred to the House team 

 

 

 



House Points system and competition 
At SBSJ we believe that through competition, our young people can develop their confidence and 
that we can continue to strengthen the close family links within our Houses.  We are committed to 
offering an inclusive and varied programme of competition, and this is underpinned by our House 
Points system.  Our Houses will compete for House Points across the year.  These will result in half-
termly House winners, culminating in the crowning of our yearly House Champions Trophy. 

 

House Points are awarded for: 

• Displaying any of the 6 Learning Muscles in lessons 
• Contributing to Ecclesia  
• Contributing to Olympia  
• Achieving 100% attendance in a week 
• Competing in House competitions 
• Winning House competitions 

 

Tracking of Ecclesia and Olympia 

The House team will actively track a student’s contribution to Ecclesia and participation in Olympia.  
This will allow us to monitor these strands and offer any necessary intervention. 

• When students contribute to Ecclesia or participate in Olympia, they must get their planner 
signed by the staff member leading the initiative 

• In tutor time, nominated Ecclesia and Olympia representatives will be responsible for 
recording this information 

• This information will then be passed to the House manager to be inputted into SIMs as an 
Ecclesia or Olympia House Point. 

 

Recognition at SBSJ 

At SBSJ we are committed to recognising the successes of all of our young people.  We recognise 
achievement in the following ways: 

• House Points for displaying our Learning Muscles 
in lesson time. 

• House Points for contributing to Ecclesia and 
participating in Olympia. 

• A variety of Recognition events for collecting 
House Points, such as postcards home, certificates 
on House Day and even lunch with the 
Headteacher! We will carefully consult our students 
to ensure rewards are as meaningful and effective 
as possible. 

• Graduation evenings where over 150 medals and 
trophies are awarded 

• The awarding of the ‘Christus Lumen Gentium 
Diploma’. 

 

 



Awarding House Points in Lessons: The Learning Muscles 

At SBSJ we expect each and every one of our students to develop their 6 ‘Learning Muscles’. The Learning Muscles 
stand for what it means to be an excellent learner at St Bede’s and St Joseph’s Catholic College.  These House 
Points will be tracked and form a key aspect of our recognition of achievement 

 

If students display any of our Learning Muscles in lessons, staff should award a House Point and follow the 
following procedure: 

• Tell the student which Learning Muscle they have displayed and that they will receive a House Point 
• Inform them of the qualities they have displayed to receive the Point 
• Log the Point onto SIMs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Never give up! 
• Growth 

mindset 
• Stay positive 
• Avoid 

distractions 
• Stay strong 

 

• Set targets 
• Be ambitious 
• Don’t take 

no for an 
answer 

• Give 100% 
   

 
 

• Listen actively 
• Communicate 

well 
• Delegate tasks 
• Contribute 
• Share ideas 
• Be reliable 

 

• Respond to 
feedback 

• Learn from 
mistakes 

• Listen to 
different 

 
   
   

 

• Manage your 
time 

• Stay focussed 
• Be motivated 
• Engage in all 

tasks 
• Be resourceful 
   

 

• Work as a problem 
solver 

• Have new ideas 
• Think outside the 

box 
• Be original 
• Be a ‘trend-setter’ 

 



Outcomes 

Junior Houses: 

Christus Lumen Gentium Diploma 

At St Bede’s and St Joseph’s Catholic College we firmly believe that in 
order for our students to achieve successful outcomes at GCSE and 
beyond, we must inspire, challenge and support our young people 
throughout their entire journey with us.  We also are dedicated to 
recognising and celebrating the achievement of our students at the end 
of each and every school year. 
 
With this in mind, we expect all students to fully commit to the Christus 
Lumen Gentium Diploma.  The Christus Lumen Gentium Diploma 
provides a tangible outcome for our students to achieve and will allow 
us to celebrate the successes of our young people as they progress 
through their first year at our school 
 
The aim of this diploma is to develop our students as 

• Happy 
• Confident 
• Spiritually awake young people with a sense of community 
• With a passion and a thirst for learning 

 
The Christus Lumen Gentium diploma is split into our three 
achievement strands. For our students to be successful in achieving the 
Christus Lumen Gentium Diploma, they must satisfy the criteria for 
each of the three strands.  
 
The strands are:  

1. ECCLESIA: (Spiritual, Community and Charity) Where our students will 
contribute to the spiritual life of the school.   

2. SCHOLASTICA: (Academic) Where our students will be challenged and 
supported to shine in all of their studies.   

3. OLYMPIA: (Co-Curricular) Where our students will be encouraged to 
participate in school life outside of the classroom.   

 

 

 



Ecclesia 
How can students contribute to the spiritual life of the school at least once a 
term?  
 Volunteer to read prayer in form 
 Attend retreats 
 Take part in form assembly 
 Assist in charity fundraising  
 Organise charity events 
 Write a bidding prayer to share with other students 

Scholastica 
How can students ensure stay on track in all of their subjects?  
 Continuously develop each of the six ‘Learning Muscles’ 
 Respond to feedback in purple pen 
 Ensure all work is presented to a high standard 
 Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar 
 Use a dictionary and thesaurus to improve word power 
 Complete homework to a high standard and hand it in on 

time 

Olympia  

What co-curricular opportunities are on offer to our students?  
 Sports teams and clubs 
 Performing Arts clubs and shows 
 Board game clubs 
 Retreats and trips 
 Inter-house competitions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



House Welcome Time Programmes 
 
A House Tutor's role is central in both caring for students and, crucially, 
monitoring their progress both academically and socially; encouraging 
involvement, commitment, and high standards of work and behaviour. 
Our form tutors know and understand their students and are essential 
in developing close links with home. 
 
To support our tutors in their role we expect all tutor groups to follow a 
planned form time programme.  This programme aims to prepare our 
young people for a day of learning and provides the opportunity for offer 
bespoke initiatives and interventions. 
 
Form time programmes may vary between our Houses, but they all follow 
the same format: 
 

Red Week 

Site Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Ignis Ecclesia Prep Peer Mentoring/trio 
activity 

Assembly House Development Time 
(40 min) 

House Quiz 

Ardor Ecclesia Prep Reading/Study Reading House Development Time 
(40 min 

House Quiz 

 

Green Week 

Site Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Ignis Ecclesia Prep Peer Mentoring/trio 
activity 

Reading House Development Time 
(40 min 

House Quiz 

Ardor Ecclesia Prep Assembly  Reading/Study House Development Time 
(40 min 

House Quiz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Collective Worship at SBSJ 
As a Catholic community, we routinely encourage all students and staff 
to be fully involved in acts of collective worship.  This will be evident 
every day within the St Mark’s House.  The College prayer and House 
Prayer will become second nature to our students as will understanding 
the deeper meaning of both prayers. 
 
Each morning, students will spend time in prayer with their House tutor.  
These prayers will be prepared during Monday House Welcome time, 
under the direction of House Tutors and the Ecclesia Leader, Mrs Khan. 
 
Each House Tutor Group will prepare one assembly, and one Mass in the 
academic year.  They will be guided by their House Tutor, Mrs Khan and 
Chaplaincy staff, to ensure that what they prepare is appropriate. 
 
Students will have assembly every two weeks.  Assembly in our Catholic 
College is very much focussed on Worship, rather than information 
giving.  There is a set calendar of themes throughout the year. 
 
Mass is celebrated regularly in school.  Students can attend as often as 
they like.  They can speak to Mrs Khan, or Mr Copley (our Lay Chaplain), 
for more information. 
 
Our House Patron feast day is 25th April.  We will mark this special day 
with acts of worship on both sites, as well as other House activities. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

House Development Time 
 

Each week, our young people will meet with their tutor group for a 40 
minute ‘House-Development Time’ session.  This time will facilitate the 
building of positive relationships between our tutors and students and 
will allow us to support all of our students to meet the aims of our 3 
achievement strands. 
 
Our House-Development Time will also allow us to deliver a dedicated 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) programme. The 
Importance of Our PSHE programme is to promote children's personal, 
social and economic development, as well as their health and wellbeing. 
It helps to give children the knowledge, skills and understanding they 
need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become 
informed, active, responsible citizens. Our PSHE curriculum is broad and 
balanced, ensuring that it:  
 

• Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development 
of our children and of society; 

• Prepares our children for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences they already face and for adult life; 

• Provides information about keeping healthy and safe, emotionally and 
physically;  

• Encourages our children to understand how all actions have 
consequences and how they can make informed choices to help 
themselves, others and the environment. 

• Promotes British Values. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Leadership 
At SBSJ we offer extensive opportunities for our young people to develop their leadership 
potential.  Central to this are the student leadership teams within each House: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior and Senior Heads of 
House x2 

(Y11/Y10) 
 

Ecclesia Student 
Leaders  

X2 Jnr 

X2 Snr 

(Years 7-11) boy & girl 
 

Olympia Student 
Leaders  

X2 Jnr 

X2 Snr 

(Years 7-11) boy & girl 
 

Ecclesia Form Reps  

x 12 Jnr 

X12 Snr 

 (All Year Groups) boy 
& girl 

 

Olympia Form Reps  

x 12 Jnr 

X12 Snr 

(All Year Groups)  

& girl 
 



 

Assemblies 
Assemblies are a vital aspect of House life.  House assemblies are more than an opportunity 
to share information and dates.   

 

They allow for: 

• Our vertical year groups to come together on a fortnightly basis, facilitating the 
development of a House ethos.   

• Our students to develop a fuller understanding of their House Gospels and current 
weekly prayer theme and to fully engage in House collective worship 

• The sharing of House points and to celebrate successes  
• Student led assemblies  
• Further PSHE opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MyEd is the free parent app that gives you a multitude of communication and 
information features to stay in touch with what is going on at school. The app 
gives you direct access to your child's attendance, timetable, absence records, 
achievements, behaviour and much, much more. You will also see that we 
update and change the information in the app as the school year moves along. 

 

We are able to send you messages directly to the MyEd app relating to 
important information about your child's education and to remind you of 
events that are taking place at school.  

For student absence and lateness, you will receive a notification if we send 
you a message, and there is no charge for the messages you send to us using 
this app. 

The MyEd app is available now for both Apple iOS and Android devices and 
can be found on either the Apple App Store or on Google Play by searching 
for MyEd.    

Once you have installed and opened MyEd, search for St Bede’s and St 
Joseph’s Catholic College and follow the simple instructions to identify 
yourself. After signup has been completed, it will take us 24-48 hours to cross 
check your details before data in the 'My Students' section shows up. Should 
it not eventually appear after this period then please contact the data 
manager, email: data@sbsj.co.uk to check if you have 'parental responsibility' 
and a mobile number assigned to your child in our system. 

We hope you enjoy using the app and find it a useful source of information. 

mailto:data@sbsj.co.uk

